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The lingo was improving slowly but surely -  often we 
mistook fellow comrades (Benjy Meyer) for Germans!
Rye bread, Wiirste and sauerkraut kept energy levels up, 
and Monday was our visit to Cologne -  a three and a half 
hour journey! Jabba the hut (Harry) was a little confused 
as to where the cathedral was situated (one of the biggest in 
the world). He asked a lady ‘auf Deutsch’, ‘where is the 
cathedral please?’ He was standing five meters in front of 
the main entrance! Having found the cathedral, attempts 
were made to climb to the top -  although some failed!
On return from Cologne, Mr Wolton entertained a passing 
coach on the autobahn by placing a paper bag on top of his 
head and impersonating a dog like creature.

Tuesday was a day at school, where old acquaintances -  
‘wahoo baby’ -  were not forgotten! A talk from the 
Direktor of the Ratsgymnasium proved once again 
extremely interesting and worthwhile, and the rest of the 
day was spent in town, visiting various establishments.

The evening session -  Eurodisco was a Great Success!! 
Dave Dunn particularly enjoying himself with something 
resembling ...?

The coach journey to Bremen was a lot to be endured, 
but Bremen gave us some pleasant weather -  we stroked 
donkeys’ legs, looked at dead bodies and listened to bells 
being rung.

Friday was goodbye and possibly see you again. Our 
thanks to Mr Yeates and Mr Wolton.

The Sixth Form Germanists

Parents’ Association
Founded by the previous Headmaster, Rowland Brown, 
there has been a Parents’ Association (PA) at the RGS 
for many years. What many readers may not know is the 
variety and extent of the contribution that the PA makes 
to the life of the school.

Every parent is invited to join the PA when their son 
joins the school and receives regular information about the 
work of the PA. Organised by a committee of 18 parents 
(3 representing each year of the school) the PA hosts a 
number of social and fund raising activities attended by 
parents, members of staff and occasionally boys as well.
The social activities include a welcome wine and cheese 
evening for the parents of new boys attending the school, 
an Autumn Ball, a Christmas Party, a Quiz Evening 
(usually won by the staff!), a Barn Dance, and a Summer 
Theme Evening.

We constantly strive to improve each event and to look 
for new ideas. Other activities include a biennial Show Day 
(soon to be a Gala Day for Parents and Boys and Old Boys 
who would like to join in), a biennial Auction of Pledges, 
sponsorship of other school society events, and Treasure 
hunts, Car Boot Sales etc.

Other fund raising activities include a Christmas Draw, 
a ‘500’ club monthly lottery, and a Supermarket voucher 
scheme.

For at least the past 6 years the PA has raised an average 
of £18,000 to £20,000 per year. The funds are distributed 
according to the requests received from various clubs, 
societies and other projects which cannot gain funds from 
other sources. We try to ensure that the boys involved 
raised some funds through their own efforts which we then 
match or exceed. We also ensure that as many different 
causes as possible benefit from the funds we raise. To this 
end we provide the school with a new minibus virtually 
every other year. Here are some of the other donations 
made in the past year:

Stage refurbishment, curtains and rostra £6,000
Old Master Prints (hung in School) £400
Hymn Books £2,000
Climbing Wall upgrade £1,010
Romanian Orphanage Appeal £230
Role Play Club £50
Rowing Club £600
Boarders' Leisure equipment £300
Basketball Kit £200
Prize Giving £350
Art Department £700
Jazz Band £500
Go-Kart Club £600
Biology Department £35

As with many other aspects of school life we couldn't 
function effectively without the continuing efforts of the 
staff of the school Resources Centre who act as the focus 
for our communications with parents.

Eric Steenson 
Chairman 

RGS Parents’ Association

Thank you to parents and friends who have donated 
equipment, furniture, stationery and supplies during 
the year:

M. Atherton
M. Handley -  (McBRIDE PLC)
D. Keating
P. Mansell -  (TANDEM SERVICES LTD)
S. Lane -  (BREPOLS LTD)

M.J.M.

The School Chaplain
The School Chaplain runs a number of activities including 
Sixth Form Supper Parties and trips to a Christian Youth 
Centre on the Isle of Wight.

He is also available to any member of the school who 
wishes to talk to him either privately or in groups with 
other pupils.

Sixth Form Supper Parties
All Sixth Formers are invited to join in these supper parties 
which are held every term. There is always a visiting 
speaker and a time for questions. In the Autumn term we 
met in the house of a parent in Beaconsfield. In the Spring 
term, Mr and Mrs Jamieson were our hosts. The speaker on 
both occasions was Steve Crabtree, Deputy Head of a large 
school in Hampshire and also an Anglican Minister. He 
spoke well on a range of issues concerning the Christian 
faith. First he had to face a barrage of jokes at his expense 
from Mr Ratcliffe. Steve Crabtree effectively returned fire 
later. Steve was comfortable fielding the many questions 
that followed.

A very pleasant buffet supper followed and everyone 
enjoyed the informal atmosphere. Both meetings were well 
attended by members of both Sixth Form years. Thanks go 
to the hosts of both evenings whose permission to use their 
houses we still suspect that Mr Ratcliffe did not obtain.

Rodger Heeley 6ER2
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results were as follows:

Best Meeting: ‘Cannibalism’ by Malcolm Devoy.

Best Quote of the Week: ‘Everybody should be able to sit 
down and discuss world dominations over a cup of tea and 
a Bourbon biscuit’ by Praag Tegala in ‘War’.

Best use of Diagrams in a Meeting: ‘Equality’ by Jon Hay.

Best upcoming Philosophical Lower Sixth Former:
James ‘Ted’ Louttit.

Best Speakers: Malcolm Devoy and Praag Tegala.

Malcolm Devoy 6HK9, Edward Hall 6HK2 and
Praag Tegala 6ER2

Music Society
The new RGS Music Society, formed last year to promote 
and encourage music at RGS at both summer school and 
professional level, has had an encouraging year. At the end 
of the summer term of 1996, it organised a highly successful 
outdoor musical extravaganza, complete with bar and 
barbecue, featuring the Jazz Band, and backed up with 
assorted contributions from the First Wind Band, a string 
quartet, a madrigal group, a barbershop group, and a 
‘Blues Brothers Megamix’ as a grand finale, complete with 
costume and choreography. In November 1996 we 
welcomed the Holywell Ensemble, who provided us with a 
superb evening of late 19th/early 20th century chamber 
music. Sadly, the size of the audience did not do justice to 
the quality of the playing, or the occasion as a whole, which 
was hugely enjoyed by those present. In February, a 
pleasingly large audience welcomed the internationally 
renowned trumpeter Crispian Steele Perkins, who gave us 
an entertaining and brilliantly executed evening of trumpet 
playing and chat, demonstrating about twenty different 
trumpets, ranging from biblical types through to the various 
instruments used today. He preceded this in the afternoon 
with an excellent masterclass for some of the best 
trumpeters in the Wycombe area, including our own 
Kieran Shipley.

A huge thank you should go to the members of the 
committee, who have given their time and energy so 
unstintingly throughout the year. Thanks to them, the initial 
project of raising funds for a new grand piano in the 
Queen’s Hall is well on the way.

T.P.V.

Close Harmony
Yes, we do have our own report now! The Close Harmony 
Barbershop group began lethargically back in September 
but has moved from strength to strength since. With the 
introduction of our very own ‘scatman’ in Nick Heath, 
concerts never knew such toned entertainment. Jon Wood 
continued to sing better than all of us but that never 
stopped us pushing him to harmonize while we stole the 
tune.

The Lion Sleeps Tonight and Homeless were two of our 
more challenging pieces. Jon ‘Basthandayo’ Ling reigned 
supreme and Iain ‘Crocodile Clips’ Kyle hit falsetto with 
worrying regularity. Graham ‘Barry White’ Blackwell set a

firm bass while Mr V. formed a habit of smiling through the 
off-key improvs! Next year will continue to produce 
surprises with recent recruitments such as Ross ‘Typecast’ 
Howlett hitting the scene. It's been brilliant fun and well 
done for remembering rehearsals everybody, and you 
Robin! Doo, doo, doo-wop.

N.A. Heath 6EH2

RGS Jazz Orchestra -  
‘The European Tour'
During the Easter holiday the nationally renowned Jazz 
Orchestra spread its wings on a tour of France and 
Switzerland to secure an international reputation, 
accompanied by the dulcet tones of the school singing 
group ‘Singers Limited’. Following a twelve hour coach 
journey, with entertainment comprising videos, the hilarious 
coach drivers Roger and Aidey and a superb karioke 
rendition of ‘I’ll be there’ by Ricky ‘Bongo’ Lawrence, we 
arrived at the youth hostel and location of our first gig in 
Thonon, France. The week’s stay included various 
‘educational’ excursions, rehearsals and four gigs in 
Thonon, Geneva, Evian and Geneva again. The large 
audiences enjoyed the show thoroughly, especially the 
skilful Conga performed by certain shy members of the 
band during the singer’s section. The final gig was loved by 
the 450 International School Students and some of us 
learned the joys of having a fan club of 14 year old girls 
(just like Boyzone)!

Although the bus drivers soon became an integral part of 
the group, certain Concert Tours employees didn’t, but this 
did not have too much of an effect on our enjoyment of the 
holiday. Patrick ‘Ravanelli' Gazard and Tim ‘Mr Muscle’ 
Venvell did us proud, and we must thank Mrs Francis 
for looking after the female members of the group,
Emma Williams and Vicky Boyle.

The standard of playing was superb, probably helped by 
the intensive regime, and some audience members left 
thinking we were a national band. The language barrier was 
successfully scaled with Mr Gazard using a Barry White 
voice and accurate translations by Matt Ginn, Ricky 
Lawrence and Jon Crompton on behalf of the singers.

Overall the tour was a huge success and a very good time 
was had by all. If you would like to hear the now 
internationally renowned RGS Jazz Orchestra we will be 
playing at the School Summer Concert and the Open Air 
Concert on 13 July. Thanks to everyone involved (especially 
the participants in the cricket match!).

Richard Lawrence 6SD2 and Matthew Ginn 6BG2

The Jazz Band storms the UN building in Geneva.
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Astronomy Club
Since being set up two years ago as a club after school, 
usually ending up talking about something completely 
irrelevant, this year it has exploded into action and the 
membership has doubled in size. Thanks to the help of 
Mr Glendining we are now taking a GCSE in Astronomy. 
This should give the hopeful future astronomer a head start 
and lead to living in Hawaii earning a six figure sum!

The GCSE needs observation for course work, and so we 
have had success watching the partial eclipse and the comet 
Hale-Bopp, using the club’s 8 inch reflector telescope. Soon 
we should be able to produce good, clear pictures after we 
have had some experience.

The members will be taking the GCSE in May 1998 and 
anybody wanting to join is welcome. Members usually meet 
on the Physics floor on Monday at 3.40 pm for 50 minutes, 
so why not come along or talk to me, the Club President, 
or James Larkin, the secretary?

David Anderson 10CO

The Environment Group (TAA)
A group of year 10s met in the autumn term undertaking a 
wide variety of activities at the Chiltern Open Air Museum, 
and locally with Wycombe District Council Ranger, Ian 
Butterfield, including dead hedge laying, dormouse nest 
boxes (construction), path laying, herb garden construction, 
and fencing. A plan has been produced for financing and 
creating an Environmental Area within the school grounds 
towards the bottom of Uplyme field, but this will require 
continued managing and adult recruitment as well as a 
TAA volunteer team to put it into action.

T.J.N.C.

Video Unit (TAA)_______________
This continues in the spring and summer terms having 
acquired a second hand editing machine. Shooting is easy.
It is editing that takes the time and expertise.

T.J.N.C.

Chess Club
It has been another active season on the chess board. The 
1st team has certainly done well in Division 2 of the Bucks 
League and could well gain promotion to Division 1. The 
2nd team has had a number of very keen young players 
who have learnt a lot this season. The ��	�� � (����  team 
did very well indeed to reach the Final of the Zone and 
draw 3-3 with Haberdashers’, one of the strongest teams 
in the country, only to lose the match on board count.

None of the four Junior teams has performed with real 
distinction this year. I hope that some of the players will 
show more commitment next season.

Half colours have been awarded to Ashley Cox and 
Praag Tegala.

Andrew Bentall 6SD2

My profuse thanks to Andrew Bentall for all he has done 
for the Chess Club over many years, and also to Ashley 
Cox, 2nd team captain, and those who have helped run the 
Chess Club and the Inter-Form Competitions. My thanks

too to Mrs Smalley for encouraging and coaching the young 
players.

I.R.C.

School General Election 1 May 1997
Total no. of boys registered = 1,005 
Total no. of staff registered = 109 
Total number of boys voted = 714 = 71%
Total number of staff voted = 26 = 27%
Percentage of total electorate voted = 66%

Result (Valid votes cast)
Thomas Bennett (Labour) = 100 (13.9%)
Jonathan Crompton (British Sovereignty Party) = 20 (2.8%)* 
James Darbyshire (Referendum Party) = 37 (5.1%)
James Johnson (British Asylum Party) = 265 (36.8%) 
Nicholas Lay (Conservative) = 176 (24.4%)
Tom Payne (Liberal Democrats) = 122 (16.9%)
* = lost deposit.

-����	��� 
As usual, the silly party won (but with a much smaller share 
of the poll than usual), and as usual was chased home by 
the Conservatives, followed by the Liberal Democrats. The 
key feature was the relatively narrow gap: Labour (previous 
best 17) gained 100 votes. 215 members of the school chose 
to vote in the Newsround national poll for schools 
electronically.

T.J.N.C.

Biology Field Trip
On the morning of 21 March, 43 (enthusiastic?) RGS 
Biology students and two members of staff set off on the 
long journey to the Drapers’ Field Centre, Betws-y-Coed in 
North Wales. There they were to spend six intensive days 
learning practical ecology skills and theory.

The bulk of the teaching was field based with daily 
excursions to sites of special interest such as polluted 
streams, rocky shores, oak woodland, sand dunes 
(a National Nature Reserve) and upland conservation 
areas.

Practical skills learnt included sampling techniques for 
the four different environments studied. Back in the field 
centre work included statistical analysis of the data

5�����������	� ������������ ��� �������	���	!� ���� ������ �����#����
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Rhys Holdaway 
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“Clay sculpture”

Now for that pound of flesh

The Merchant of Venice
‘Shakespeare still has a place in the nineties,’ said the 
Director on the Last Night. His production was cogent 
evidence (if any were needed) that this is true. A talented 
and energetic cast who delivered their lines with total 
assurance and great clarity, originality and imagination in 
the staging, superbly effective lighting, and well-chosen 
incidental music all combined to enthral and entertain four 
highly appreciative audiences.

In Patrick Gazard’s hands, the action was never confined 
within the traditional proscenium arch. An apron stage on 
various levels was created using the new Queen's Hall 
rostra. Rapid switching between Venice and Belmont was 
made possible by using different acting areas, delineated by 
curtains and lights and signalled by music (of which more 
later). Actors came and left by every available door in the 
hall. The trial scene was a tour de force, with actors at 
three different levels: the onlookers high on a scaffold 
above the stage, the defendant and the judge at normal 
stage level, and the learned counsel for the prosecution and 
defence thrust out in front, almost in the audience. The 
tense, climactic moment of the attempted taking of the 
pound of flesh, caught in sharp silhouette against a 
blood-red background, left the audience holding its breath.

The character of Shylock is the key to any contemporary 
interpretation of The Merchant. If the play’s view of him is 
seen as stereotypically anti-Semitic then the horrifying 
events of the middle of this century have added a resonance 
far beyond anything that Shakespeare could ever have 
dreamt of. Clearly we can no longer accept Shylock as the
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pantomime villain, whom we boo and hiss at every 
appearance, as the groundlings at the Globe might perhaps 
have done. Perhaps we should see him rather as a foil to the 
dark side of the Christian characters, in a society in which 
there is ultimately no right and wrong, just winners and 
losers. In this production, Graham Blackwell’s Shylock was 
the prosperous merchant banker, with big desk, lap-top and 
anglepoise -  there was a nice bit of business using this in 
the money-lending scene, when it was turned, interrogation- 
style, upon Antonio. A proud man, the outsider who has 
made good against the odds, full of controlled rage, his 
tirade against his maltreatment in Venice never became a 
rant. His dignity made the jibes of the young Venetians 
seem merely snide and puerile. We could sympathise.
We could almost overlook his priggishness and his selfish 
dismay at the material losses that came along with the loss 
of his daughter. Thus the casual callousness and hollow 
triumphalism of his humiliation at the end of the trial left us 
as sorry for him as we were glad for Antonio’s salvation.

The male leads were all sharp-suited (or, in Gratiano’s 
case, lime-green-suited) young men about town.
Jon Crompton’s Antonio was convincingly noble.
(The unfortunate accident which left him limping with a 
walking-stick for three out of four nights in no way 
detracted from his performance; indeed, if anything, it 
added a certain gravitas.) Bassanio, who can seem a bit wet, 
was given the full matinee-idol treatment by Robin 
McKenzie, and emerged as a man capable of inspiring both 
loyalty unto death in Antonio, and swooning passion in 
Portia. Ross Howlett’s lovably roguish Gratiano nudged 
and winked his way into Nerissa’s affections -  their scene 
in dumb-show was a very amusing idea, carried off with 
great verve.

From the moment that Sophie Garland’s Portia appeared, 
hair wet from the shower, it was clear that this was a young 
woman of the nineties. She commanded the stage: a lady of 
independent means, knowing her own mind, no mere victim 
of her father’s perverse sense of humour, not afraid to show 
her feelings, but almost openly contemptuous of her 
aristocratic suitors while staying just within the bounds of 
politeness. Her transformation to ‘wise judge’ involved no 
great stretch of the imagination; only the cross-dressing, 
essential to the plot, seemed anachronistic. Bassanio was on 
his knees before her in the last scene, and one could well 
suppose that it might not be for the last time. Nerissa 
appeared as friend and confidante to Portia rather than 
mere maidservant. Amy Miller made the most of her
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SPORT
Rugby
It has been another wonderful year for rugby at the RGS. 
The school created its own piece of rugby history when 
once again the U15 XV reached the ���� � ����  Cup Final 
at Twickenham, becoming the first school in the history of 
the competition to reach three finals at the Uf5 level. To 
win 29-13 was a dream come true as RGS became the first 
ever school to retain the Trophy at this level. The day was 
made even more special as 1st XV captain Daniel Smaje 
gained his U18 England cap in a match against France 
which followed the cup final.

Simon Gilbert, having already gained international 
basketball honours this year, became the first RGS pupil to 
become a double international when he played for England 
U16 XV against Portugal and Wales. At long last former 
pupil Nick Beal gained a thoroughly deserved first full 
international cap at full back for England v Argentina.
Both he and Matthew Dawson have been selected to play 
for the British Lions in South Africa this summer, whilst 
Daniel Smaje has been selected for the England U18 XV 
tour to Australia. We wish them all every success.

A Vice President's section of the Rugby Club was 
launched with two successful lunches, and new block 
fixtures with Millfield and Eton College were undertaken. 
The second Sportsman’s Dinner, with guests Willie John 
McBride, Gareth Chilcott, Derek White and Stephen Jones, 
was another huge success thanks to the efforts of the 
FRORGS committee. The funds raised will help pay 
towards next year's transport costs, thus easing the burden 
on the school budget. My sincere thanks to everybody who 
has helped make the season such a success, in particular to 
all the parents for their help and support.

C.C.T.

1st XV
Faced with an improved fixture list the 1st XV were always 
going to struggle in a period of rebuilding. Apart from one 
position the spine of the team was filled by senior players 
and they provided good leadership and inspiration for 
inexperienced players around them. Captain Daniel Smaje, 
and vice-captain David Wilson, always led by example and 
they were ably supported by Oily Quinn, Nick Edwards, 
Will Rouse, and Owen Marshall.

The final tally of ten victories and ten defeats did not 
fully reflect the season and the team should be proud of 
their achievements. Seven out of ten defeats were by a 
single score and the team will inevitably look back and 
ponder ‘if only'.

Having beaten Stowe 21-15. missed opportunities 
resulted in a home cup defeat by Pangbourne. High points 
in the early part of the season included a convincing victory 
over RGS Guildford and excellent performance in the 
‘Lion's Den' at Millfield, losing 21-22 in the final minutes 
of the game. A previously unbeaten Eton College team lost 
their record as RGS recorded a pleasing 25-19 victory.

At St Joseph's, victories over Sedbergh, Marlborough and 
Campbell College, Belfast, put RGS through to the main 
cup competition, and in one of the hardest matches of the 
tournament RGS drew with Colstons. RGS were unlucky to 
have a try disallowed in the final minute and Colstons went 
on to win the competition.

Victories over Abingdon and Solihull followed the half 
term break but the Berkhamsted forwards denied RGS 
possession as the team slipped to a single score defeat. QES 
Barnet were defeated 53-5 in an open game remarkable for 
substitute wing Matthew Jones scoring 5 tries in the second 
half. Aylesbury were dispatched 39-11 by an understrength 
RGS XV in the midweek encounter, and a hard fought 
contest with Watford resulted in a 10-5 victory. Bedford 
Modern overwhelmed the side suffering from injuries and 
illness in the last game before Christmas 5-32.

Refreshed from the Christmas break the team produced 
some good rugby to defeat Tiffin 20-11. but in the South 
West U18 Divisional trial injuries to key players had an 
impact on the team for the rest of the season. A huge 
Wimbledon College pack ensured victory for their team 
0-27. A very young RGS team played well at Reigate 
before two silly errors allowed the opposition a 7-17 
victory. The final game of the reason was at St Benedict's 
and once again RGS produced a display of open flowing 
rugby led by Daniel Smaje who scored three tries and 
helped himself to 21 points, and ensured a final victory 
36-12. How fitting that he was to gain U18 international 
honours and selection for the England summer tour to 
Australia. Others to gain representative honours included 
D Wilson, O Quinn, W Rouse, D Amiras, and N Edwards, 
who were all selected for Divisional U18 trials.
A Melrose, S Crompton, B Coakley and S Gilbert 
played in the Divisional LJ16 trials with Melrose going 
on to captain the Division and Simon Gilbert gaining 
international honours at lock forward.

My thanks go to all the senior players who leave this year 
for their hard work and loyalty. I look forward to following 
their progress in the ever changing world of professional 
rugby.

C.C.T.

2nd XV
!������ >B� ����>E� 3�#��F� )���FGH�  ��	�#��IJ>

The 2nd XV started the first match of the season against 
Hampton lacking in match fitness but not in enthusiasm.
An emphatic victory followed as we all got back into the 
swing of things.

The very demanding fixture list, which included 
St Edward’s, Millfield and Eton before the half term break, 
helped focus the mind on fitness and skills training. The 
team fielded against St Edward’s included a number of 
talented 2nd XV players from last year who provided the 
backbone of the team. Uiis was one of the performances of 
the season as the team came of age with an excellent and 
committed display eventually winning 16-10.

RGS Guildford followed and were duly beaten 32-12.
An exceptionally well-drilled Millfield XV were our next 
hurdle. Unfortunately our display was well below par and 
we were soundly beaten. The following Saturday Eton 
stepped out on to pitch 2 to experience an RGS backlash.
A highly motivated team came within a single point of a 
famous scalp (losing 17-18). The team rounded off the 
half-term with a 26-18 victory at Warwick.

Two massive victories followed against Abingdon (55-0) 
and Solihull (60-7) before we were narrowly beaten away 
to Berkhamsted. A fired up team took to the field at 
Radley but once again were narrowly beaten by public
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The victorious Daily Mail Cup U15 XV team.

performance against Leeds Grammar School ensured us a 
place in the final at Twickenham against Whitgift School. 
Here, some well worked tries and strong defence led to a 
resounding 29-13 victory.

Many hours of celebrating capped off what turned out 
to be a highly successful season for which everyone 
involved should be very proud. Congratulations should 
go to Mr Tattersall and Mr Jamieson for taking the 
U15’s to Twickenham for the second time in two years.
Well done to all squad members!

Matthew Honeyben 10WP/A.T.J.

U14 XV
Following last year’s success at 7’s, there was a mood of 
optimism within the squad at the start of the season. This 
feeling was well founded as the team went on to lose only 
one match at XV a side throughout the season, including a 
very successful tour to Minehead, where we emerged as 
eventual winners of the main competition without 
conceding a point. This was a good tour/holiday for the 
team who hammered home the advantage against QES 
Barnet, who appeared until then to be the rival of the RGS.

Other undoubted highlights of the season include our 
very convincing win over Radley School and a narrow loss 
to Millfield School. This was after a 4 hour long journey 
and was the only blemish in a very good season.

The 7’s tournaments proved to be very hard going with 
many players missing due to Daily Mail Cup commitments 
and injury. A full strength team was put out at the 
Sherborne tournament and gave a good account of itself

with a loss to Millfield in the semi’s. At the other two 
tournaments a below strength squad was put out but 
nonetheless they played with spirit and determination 
with a resounding win over Wellington School.

The style in which the team played was adventurous to 
say the least. Spreading the ball wide, we scored some 
memorable tries with the dynamic running of Jamie 
Astbury and the classy play of Neil Mann, our most 
improved player of the season. Up front, the brute force 
of Adam Gilbert and the other pack members meant that 
our forward play was dominant at all times with quick 
rucking which allowed the half-backs, Mark Honeyben 
and Edward Garrow, to create plenty of gaps for the tries.

Throughout the season the team has continued to 
develop and make good progress and we hope to take this 
with us through to next year. We hope to continue the 
school’s success in the Daily Mail Cup competition and this 
should be helped by the playing experience gained by 
Adam Gilbert and Jamie Astbury, both of whom 
participated in this year’s final.

Many thanks to Mr Phelan who coached us well and who 
motivated us during some of the more difficult times.

Mark Honeyben 9B

U13 ‘A’ XV
The U13 A ’ team started the season in a blur. Not only did 
they start their fixture list a week early but a squad had to 
be assembled to go on a tour to Minehead. The boys 
arrived in the South West unbeaten, having dispatched 
Eton and Warwick in earlier games. During the week away
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