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Army Section
The Army Section has enjoyed a busy and successful year 
and has attracted an encouraging number of recruits from 
within the school. Last year saw 36 cadets join in July and 
maintained the total strength of the Army Section at 66. 
retaining 18 cadets from the last year's intake.

Most of the training programme on Thursday afternoons 
is devoted to instructing the recruits in the Army 
Proficiency syllabus and a total of 29 cadets gained their 
Certificates during 1995/6. The training programme also 
included visits to the assault course at Beaconsfield. use 
of the school climbing wall, map and compass exercises in 
Hughenden Park, orienteering in Wendover Woods, and 
shooting on the school's indoor range.

Last summer the Section's camp was at Cwrt-y-Gollen 
near the Brecon Beacons in South Wales and a stretching 
programme of activities was accomplished by the cadets in 
an enthusiastic and encouraging manner.

The Adventure Training camp in March was based in 
the Peak District with battlecraft exercises carried out on 
the Leek training area, rock climbing on the Roaches, 
orienteering and an initiatives afternoon.

During the year the Section has also taken part in the 
Patrol Competition, the Target Rifle Competition, and the 
Skill-at-Arms Competition. These events between schools, 
organised by the Cadet Training Teams, are keenly fought 
and therefore invigorating. Other activities have included 
two battlecraft Field Days, three Range Days, a night 
navigation exercise in the Chilterns and weekend 
expeditions to Snowdonia and the Black Mountains. 
Thirteen senior cadets attended Methods of Instruction 
courses at Bicester organised by 16 CTT and have all 
benefited greatly. Major Cooper has also encouraged the 
training of these senior cadets and their expertise is now 
aiding the training of the junior cadets.

As always, our training owes much to the assistance given 
by the Cadet Training Team from Bicester, and especially 
to Sgt. Kevin Pollitt who has now returned to Regimental 
service with the Guards. His place has been taken by 
Sgt O'Regan, also of the Grenadier Guards, and we look 
forward to more of the same!

Capt. C. J. Cunningham 
OC Army Section

The Empire Strikes Back at Leek 
1996
Many activities were undertaken throughout the week.
The second day brought the bigger and better battlecraft 
exercise, acclaimed to be the best for years. CSM Saunders 
and CSM Atkins didn't repeat last year's Oscar winning 
briefing of: ‘All you need is an H.D. Jersey and ... over to 
you Oily ... Any Questions?' This year Sgt McKenzie and 
Sgt Brown took the role over and managed to give a long 
and detailed briefing, allowing their platoon to have as 
much information as possible.

The exercise progressed slowly, as the cadets struggled 
through the exercise area over the first day, headed by 
L/Cpls Murray, Kenney and George, as section 
commanders. JTie next day saw a revival. Perhaps it was the 
good night's sleep in their Bivis mixed with their home 
cooking which did the trick! With Sgt Brown now as the 
platoon commander, the platoon moved more quickly, but 
were, however, defeated, as the Arab arms dealer managed 
to conduct the meeting, before the platoon reached him.

The exercise ended with a cup of tea all round and rifle 
cleaning.

This year's camp saw the return to Kinderscout. after last 
year's non-outing. All groups managed to get around, and 
the seniors even managed to guide themselves back, after 
their compass broke, and Sgt Brown had forgotten the 
spares.

The return for many, but also the first time to the 
Roaches for others, saw Lt Colonel Hollingworth,
Lt Boreham plus friend, giving much valued opportunities 
for climbing. Even RSM Griffin managed to clamber up, 
with a twisted and bruised ankle. Meanwhile, back on the 
exercise area, Lt McKellar and CSM Saunders, were 
creating a dam. which only the dambusters might get 
through, for the command tasks in the afternoon. Many 
groups managed to cross the dammed river, but none better 
than the Directing Staff, who managed to get across with 
just a boot or two in the water. They even managed to 
get Old Boy Kevin Hodgson across bone dry. Quite an 
achievement!!!

So came the de-brief, with a special present to SSI 
Rowlands and thankyous to the staff from RSM Griffin.
The Pattinson shield was also awarded to Cdt Sanders.

The last day saw the village hall returned to its former 
glory, and we left with one bruised ankle, a couple of 
stitches, and a couple of promotions here and there, to 
show for the week.

Much thanks must be noted for all the officers and staff 
who gave up free time to co-ordinate the week.

C. S. M. Saunders

Army Field Day
Early on the Saturday morning. 2 March, all the kit was 
organised and about 30 cadets were transported to 
Aldershot training area after being given yet another 
ridiculous scenario.

The safety briefing completed, the battle simulation 
commenced.

Despite the weather and rigorous attempts of the enemy 
leader (a certain CSM), to make sure the cadets' attempt to 
save the world failed miserably, good yet again triumphed 
over evil and the day was a great success.

Thanks goes to all the NCOs, officers, old boys and 
members of the RGJ who helped to make the exercise 
worthwhile and enjoyable.

Sgt Cotgreave

2nd Cadet Land Leadership Course
This year’s replacement for the old UKLF was held at 
Nescliff training camp near Shrewsbury. Armed only with 
a rail warrant, borrowed combats and a comprehensive 
knowledge of RAF drill, my suspicions were raised when 
I changed at Birmingham and boarded a train full of hard 
looking Army cadets with more kit than the SAS in the 
Gulf had.

Thoughts of a largely classroom theory based course 
went rapidly out of the window as I overheard them 
discussing where they had got all of their regular 
non-issue kit.

A few Q&A increased my knowledge to the extent that 
I might be slightly under prepared: ‘No you definitely 
won’t need RAF uniform, only combats and your beret' 
and ‘you've never done any field exercises? Oh well 
good luck!'
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the success of our camps, to Lt Geoff Rysdale for the 
shooting, and all the many others who have helped so 
willingly. Our best wishes to go Wing Commander Peter 
Drissell who has now fully recovered and to Sgt Ben 
Markham who is making an excellent recovery and is 
coming to Summer Camp with us.

Fit Lt M. C. Darby
OC RAF Section

Summer Camp 1995 -  RAF Leuchars
Our camp last summer was at RAF Leuchars, just south of 
Dundee in Scotland. On the first Saturday of the holiday 
we set off on the long train journey and, despite the 
Warrant Officer trying to leave his bags on the train, we 
arrived without mishap or adventure and with all our 
luggage intact! (He was too busy checking everyone else’s 
baggage to worry about his own. Ed.)

RAF Leuchars is the home of No 43 and 111 Squadrons 
which both fly the air defence Tornado. The roar of these 
powerful aircraft punctuated the days giving our camp a 
highly operational flavour. There were many activities 
organised for us such as flying and shooting, and others that 
we had to organise ourselves, such as the drill competition 
(a surprising favourite) and orienteering. We flew in 
Bulldog aircraft of Queen’s University Air Squadron, 
Belfast, who were on a camp of their own. The flying was 
particularly enjoyable because none of us had been in the 
Bulldog before and were impressed by its much improved 
performance and visibility over the Chipmunk. We also 
shot on the station range with many cadets achieving high 
standards. We endured a ‘speed orienteering’ exercise all 
over east Scotland, enjoyed a day out in Dundee, and 
visited a secret bunker which would have been hard to 
find without the road-signs! There was a well organised 
night exercise that was exhausting but fun, and many 
opportunities for work experience in the various sections 
of the station.

The camp was rounded off with a cabaret given by the 
cadets for the entertainment of the staff (as if they didn’t 
have enough to endure. Ed.). Each flight prepared 
entertainment and starred some amazing actors, comedians 
and singers (we were amazed! Ed.). Despite the long 
journey, activity packed days, fresh air and physical activity, 
everyone returned home exhilarated, exhausted and safe 
after one of the best camps that even the senior NCOs 
could remember.

The retiring entry would like to wish the new set of 
senior NCOs and indeed the entire Section a successful 
year in 1996/97.

CWO Paul Tester 
Warrant Officer i/c Section

Gliding
Last September the RAF Section Gliding Club burst onto 
the activity scene. Affiliated to the Chilterns Gliding Club, 
flying out of RAF Halton, Wendover, the club takes RAF 
cadets there for air experience and gliding instruction every 
weekend all year round. The club offers winch launches in 
a variety of aircraft with many expert instructors. It has the 
benefit of a very spacious hangar on the airfield with 
lecture/classrooms, offices and workshops. The wife of one 
of the senior instructors produces some very welcome 
bacon sandwiches at lunch times in a converted bus in the 
middle of the airfield. So, suitably fortified on windy winter

days, RAF cadets may be found logging considerable hours 
over Buckinghamshire, participating in one of the most 
exciting experiences the school has to offer. With one solo 
pilot already and the promise of more to come the club is 
going from strength to strength. None of this would be 
possible however without the staunch support and help 
of dedicated members of staff and parents to whom go our 
very greatest of thanks.

FS Michael Garland 
SNCO i/c Gliding 

SNCO i/c Junior Cadets

Flying Scholarship
The RAF Flying Scholarship scheme offers twenty hours of 
flying tuition at a civilian flying school. Four of the flying 
hours are solo. The course carries no obligation to join the 
RAF and lasts eighteen days with food and accommodation 
paid for. I attended the selection procedure last March and 
was awarded a place at Glenrothes near Dundee.

Learning to fly is a wonderful experience but one that is 
difficult to put into words. When I met my companions on 
the course we were all looking forward to it, but none of us 
anticipated just what a marvellous experience it was going 
to be. Flying is not just a quicker means of transport but an 
amazing experience, the feeling of being free as a bird. We 
all found ourselves quite discontented when we weren’t 
sitting in a plane!

There was much to learn before we could fly solo, but 
the day eventually arrived and it is one that 1 will never 
forget. As my instructor finally left the aircraft he asked 
that if I crashed, please do not do so on the tower where 
the instructors were watching. I hoped he was joking, but 
you never know! Once I was in the air and the adrenaline 
rush had subsided, 1 could relax and savour the moment, 
knowing that I was in control. I managed to miss the tower 
and landed safely, apparently to the satisfaction of my 
instructor because within a few hours I was up again 
practising ‘touch and go’s’ on my own. The scenery was 
unbelievable: patchwork fields, and miles of jagged coast 
and sea. I value my flying scholarship as one of the best 
experiences I have had, joining the privileged few allowed 
to explore the freedom of the skies.

FS Colin Wright 
SNCO i/c Senior Cadets

Year 8
Class Drawing -  Pencil Technique 

(after A Adams)
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knowledge. Mark was initially chief accountant before 
becoming Finance Director and joining the Board. He 
is a qualified Chartered Accountant, married with three 
children under five and a senior elder of his church, the 
Salvation Army.

GRAPES. T R (1983-89) is now working as a consultant 
hydrogeologist. Tim spent 1995 working on a number of 
short contracts for the consultancy firm Southern Science 
Ltd., based in the National Rivers' Authority Offices in 
Huntingdon and Solihull.

He has recently taken up a new, permanent position with 
the firm of consulting engineers SRK (UK) Ltd. based in 
Cardiff.

HILL. J (1979-85) is now pursuing a career in hospital 
medicine and is training in Cardiology at St Thomas’ 
Hospital. London. He was married in July 1993 and lives 
in West Hampstead. He has been in contact with David 
Copping (1979-85) who has started a general practice 
training scheme near Reading. Chris Kennedy (1979-85) 
who has recently finished his drama school training, and 
James Everard (1979-85) who has recently returned from 
Bahrain and has started a course in psychodynamic 
counselling.

HINDE. E J (1923-27) moved to the RGS from the 
Royal Latin School. Buckingham, when his father became 
Headmaster at Princes Risborough Council School. The 
Guest of Honour at this year's Annual Dinner, George Ray, 
was Head Boy when he arrived. To him as a new boy, 
George was a most important person who impressed him 
very much.

HUGGINS. R W (1961-68) The Ascot Gold Cup winner 
of 1995, Double Trigger, is owned by Ron Huggins, who 
either owns or has shares in several horses whose names 
begin with Double, trained by Mark Johnston at 
Middleham in Yorkshire. Double Trigger and his full 
brother, Double Quick, finished first and second in the 
Goodwood Cup.

JONES. J (1984-88) Jonathan read Mods and Greats 
at Brasenose College, Oxford and has now successfully 
completed a thesis and is Doctor of Philosophy.

LAURIE. J K (1960-65) John is chairman of Newport 
Components, a company which specialises in making 
DC-DC converters for very low voltage computers used 
in telecommunications, local area networks and electronic 
medical equipment. The company was awarded the Queen's 
Award for Export Achievement in 1995.

MORTON. D (1960-68) is Head of Region for the former 
Soviet Union and South West Asia, BBC World Service.

OLDHAM. J (1986-92) has graduated from Oxford and 
is now working as a journalist on the ����&�������2 (�����

PEPPER. J (1967-72) after 17 years with the same firm, 
it is time for a serious change that can not be satisfied with 
just a different job. Jon left work in April 1995 to travel the 
world in pursuit of trout and new horizons.

PHILPOTT. G B (1940-47) Graham met Sam Morgan 
on the stairs of Moss Bros, Covent Garden, sometime round 
about 1967. Sam enquired what he thought he was doing 
there, on the proposition that he could not possibly afford 
to be, even though he had been working for a living for 
some twenty years. ‘Alf Marti, French master during

Graham's time at the school, was his father's cousin. He 
had a niece called Pamela, who married one of the Youens 
twins. They now live at Pershore. The Youens boys are 
related to Graham's wife (Betty Field), a Marlow girl and 
part of the Seymour clan.

PRATT. S G (1984-90) married Alice Bull 12 August
1995 in Wesley Methodist Church. Cambridge, and is now 
known as Stephen Bull. Now working for Praxis pic, the 
Software Engineering Company of Deloitte and Touche, 
and is based in Bath.

PRICE. P A (1976-82) is teaching Geography at Repton 
School, Derbyshire, and thoroughly enjoying coaching 
senior football and cricket. Also on the staff is the wife 
of I A Tennant (1978-84). who teaches Classics at the 
neighbouring prep, school. He was best man at the 
wedding of R J Buller (1976-82) last summer, where 
he ran in to H Sharp (1976-82) and M Peacock (1976-82). 
He is in touch with R D Rees (1976-82) who has 
returned from Switzerland, lives in Rutland and had 
a son last year.

ROLLASON. C R (1965-72) works for the European 
Commission in Luxembourg as a Portuguese translator.
He married a Romanian girl this year and lives in Metz.

RUGG. J (1982-88) has just qualified as a Chartered 
Surveyor.

SANTNER. R S (1976-82) Richard moved from 
engineering and environmental consultants Ove Arup and 
Partners to the International Tanker Owners' Pollution 
Federation Ltd (ITOPF). He now travels the world, 
advising those involved in marine oil spill response and 
those seeking and/or administering compensation for 
damage from oil pollution.

STINCHCOMBE. P D (1972-80) Paul is a barrister and 
has been selected by Wellingborough Constituency Labour 
party as their prospective parliamentary candidate. The 
sitting MP is Peter Fry. one of two current MPs who are 
Old Wycombiensians.

SWINHOE-STANDEN. R A P (1975-81) is spending
1996 as a student at the Army Staff College at Camberley, 
having completed 11 months at RMCS Shrivenham in 1995. 
Bachelor days will end in October when he marries Heidi, 
after which he will be reduced to shopping and requesting 
‘pink chits’ for evenings out of the house!

TANNER. D W (1940-46) is still in full time employment 
after serving almost 30 years in the Royal Air Force in the 
flying branch and 10 years in the Civil Service until 
retirement at 60 was enforced. However, he managed to 
get employment with a local builders' merchant until age 65 
and was retired again. To meet some regulation he had to 
take 5 weeks off, but was then re-employed on a 6 months' 
renewal contract. In 1993 he could not resist the temptation 
to join the Portsmouth Naval Gliding Club at Lee on Solent 
airfield. It took him back to 1944/5 when he started gliding 
at Booker and No 126 gliding school under Charles Bunn 
and Reg Edmunds. He quickly re-soloed and is now an 
instructor. Unfortunately the future of the airfield is 
uncertain as the Royal Navy vacate the site this year. After 
renewing his Private Pilot's Licence he was also able to 
fly the Club's ‘tug’ aircraft, a Chipmunk, and a Piper 
Supercub. He now has 5 grandchildren ranging from 
12 to 1 year. Last October he went to Sydney for his 
father’s 100th birthday.
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